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Minister, Dr. Essop Pahad

GCIS CEO, Mr. Themba Maseko

SABC Board Chairperson, Ms Kanyi Mkonza

Multichoice Africa Chairperson, Mr. Mandla Langa

ICASA Councillors

All protocols observed

I am humbled by this responsibility bestowed on me and the fellow new Board members by the President (Pres. Mbeki) and the Parliament. I hope with the support of the fellow Board members, the CEO (Lumko Mtimde) with his team, the media and broadcasting industry (at large) and all of you as shown through your presence today, we will succeed.

We appreciate the success story of the Agency this far, guided by the leadership of Ms Mkonza, Ms Libby Lloyd and Mr. Lumko Mtimde. For a body which started operating from January 2004, to have managed to provide support to close to more than 172 different projects, with approximately more than R55.2m in grants, the 49 bursaries provided to different radio and print media practitioners, the mentorship and training provided, the research work done, all in pursuit of delivering on its mandate to facilitate media development and diversity in South Africa, is by any standards a success story. 

Also, the continuous record of clean unqualified Annual Reports is an indication of the great leadership this Agency has had. The transition from Ms Libby Lloyd (the former and founding CEO) to Mr. Lumko Mtimde (the current CEO) has been smooth and Mr. Mtimde has taken the Agency to even greater heights (as it is shown through the Annual Report 2006/7 and the figures I mentioned above) whilst keeping to the principles of good corporate governance and prudent management. This is applauded by Government, the funding partners, the public and surely by all beneficiaries. It should be comforting to all those who support this Agency financially and lays a good foundation for more support for the Agency.  
This is all thanks to the funding from the government through the Presidency and GCIS, as well as from major commercial media entities, like Caxton (Pty) Ltd, Independent Newspaper Group, Johncom (now called AVUSA), Kagiso Media, Media 24, Midi Pty Ltd (etv), M-Net, PRIMEDIA Pty Ltd and the SABC. We hope to renew the funding agreements signed in 2003 after the prescription of the regulations in terms of Sections 4, 89 and 95 of the Electronic Communications Act by ICASA, with a view to align the commitments accordingly. This is of cause with the hope that the regulation with prescribe contributions of 0.2% of the annual turnover by Broadcasting Service Licensees. This will go a long way in strengthening the work of the MDDA and similarly we hope the Print Media will consider similar funding contributions or to increase their contributions as they renew their agreements with the Agency.
The Agency’s work gives meaning and effect to the Constitution Act No. 108 of 1996 of South Africa, which provides for the freedom of expression and access to information, in its Section 16 and 32. The Media Development and Diversity Agency was established by legislation (the MDDA Act No 14 of 2002) to create an enabling environment for the development of media development and diversity in South Africa (including radio, television, newspapers, magazines and new media). In the main, it was established to help create an enabling environment for media development and diversity that is conducive to public discourse and which reflects the needs and aspirations of South Africans. The success rate of the Agency speaks for itself and therefore, I assume it won’t be a hassle to decide on further support by all partners.
We join the four old Board members and look forward to their wisdom as we begin the task ahead of us. We are gathering here today and tomorrow (immediately after this briefing) for an induction exercise, to take stock of the work done this far and to shape the strategic plan for the three-years starting from April 2008 until March 2011.We look forward to strengthening our relationship and working together towards ensuring that each and every South African citizen has access to a choice of a diverse range of media.

We hope that the newly licensed broadcasting services [Telkom Media, Multichoice Africa, On Digital Media, E-Sat, Walking on Water TV,  Capricorn FM, M-Power Radio and Radio North West] and other media groups will join our hands in assisting the building of an environment where a diverse, vibrant and creative media flourishes and reflects the needs of all South Africans. This is my inaugural speech, so I should not bore you with a long talk, I therefore again would like to take this opportunity to thank the President, the Minister and Parliament to appointing us; further the Board (led by Ms Mkonza), the CEO (Mr Mtimde), the CFO (Mr. Jafta) and the entire staff for their hard work and commitment. 
I look forward to your support.
Gugu Msibi
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