
[image: image1.jpg]



EVENT BACKGROUND

The Community Media Awards was conceptualized with the aim of recognising excellence in the community media environment i.e. Television, Radio and News Media. The aim is also to grow the status associated with this award much like the SA Music Awards (SAMAs) and the Loeries.

The overall objective of the Community Media Awards is to encourage all community media to go beyond the call of duty and produce News and Current Affairs that meets the highest standard and to also recognize their hard work. 
This is a pilot project initiated by SABC News in partnership with the Media Development and Diversity Agency (MDDA), and other organizations representing the Community Media, like the National Community Radio Forum (NCRF), National Association of Broadcasters (NAB),and Independent Federation of Religious Broadcasters (IFRB).
This year’s event will focus mainly on broadcasting and it is hoped that in the years ahead this event will grow into a broad Community Media Award.  Accordingly, further consultations and partnerships will be developed with the other components of Community Media, like print, electronic, etc.  
OBJECTIVES OF THE EVENT 
· Reward and recognize excellence in the community media i.e. Radio, Television and New Media;
· To encourage all community media to go beyond the call of duty and produce News and Current Affairs that meets the highest standard and to also recognize their hard work;

· To promote professionalism in the Community Media and built capacity in the respective areas of focus;

· To contribute to the growth and development of the media; 
· Entrench SABC News’ commitment to enhancing journalism as a career in the South African public and embracing of the SABC’s Vision of Total Citizen Empowerment

· Enhance SABC News’s reputation as a worthy custodian of the public’s right to know
EVENT 
Date; 30 May 2008, Friday

Time; 7:00 for 7:30

Venue; TBC
Suggested venue; Theatre on The Track – Kyalami (tbc)
TARGET AUDIENCE

· Community Media
· Television

· Radio

JUDGES
The judges nominated are as follows;
· Gideon Nyokani

· Jacob Ntshangase (IAJ)
· Ms Criselda Kananda (Positive Talk)

· Ms Mapule Mbhalati (SABC News)
· Ms Rachel Visser  

· Dr Mashilo Boloka (DoC)

· Malebo Phage (Etv)

· Smilo Mngadi 

· Joe Mjwara (BCX)

· Ms Gugu Msibi (MDDA Board Chair) 

· Ms Libby Lloyd 
· Mr Mazibuko Jara – (MDDA Board member)

· Ms Pheladi Gwangwa (Radio 702 Station Manager)

· Ms Karen Thorne (Cape Town Community Television)
A formal letter from SABC News will be sent to all of the nominated Judges requesting their confirmation of availability and their profile.  Committee members will provide contact information about the nominated Judges.
PRIZES
· Winner per category – R10 000 + Trophies + Certificate
· Best Community Radio Station – R15 000 + Trophy + Certifcate
· Overall winner – R20 000 + Trophy + Certificate
CATEGORIES 
· Best Presenter
· Requirements are as follows;
· Must include 1 copy of proof material Radio CD, TV DVD, Betacam, DVC pro format
· A synopsis (description) of the work submitted including the date that the work was done (maximum 100 words)
· Please specify category 
· 2 colour photographs and 10 line autobiography
· Contact details (including name, address, telephone, fax, e-mail and website)
· Best Producer
· Requirements are as follows;
· Must include 1 copy of proof material Radio CD, TV DVD, Betacam, DVC pro format
· A synopsis (description) of the work submitted including the date that the work was done (maximum 100 words)
· Please specify category 
· 2 colour photographs and 10 line autobiography
· Contact details (including name, address, telephone, fax, e-mail and website)
· Best Community Radio Station
· Requirements are as follows;
· Constitution and/or Legal documents 
· Strategic and Business Plan  
· Audited Annual Financial Report
· ICASA Monitoring Report  
· Audience Research information / Listenership information  
· Profile of station – a video in a DVD format 
· Best Station Manager
· Requirements are as follows;
· Must include 1 copy of proof material Radio CD, TV DVD, Betacam, DVC pro format
· A synopsis (description) of the work submitted including the date that the work was done (maximum 100 words)
· Please specify category 
· 2 colour photographs and 10 line autobiography
· Contact details (including name, address, telephone, fax, e-mail and website)
· Excellence in Journalism 
· Requirements are as follows;

· Must include 1 copy of proof material Radio CD, TV DVD, Betacam, DVC pro format
· A synopsis (description) of the work submitted including the date that the work was done (maximum 100 words)
· Please specify category
· 2 colour photographs and 10 line autobiography
· Contact details (including name, address, telephone, fax, e-mail and website)
· Excellence in Broadcasting in Indigenous Languages 
· Requirements are as follows;
· Must include 1 copy of proof material Radio CD, TV DVD, Betacam, DVC pro format
· A synopsis (description) of the work submitted including the date that the work was done (maximum 100 words)
· Please specify category 
· 2 colour photographs and 10 line autobiography
· Contact details (including name, address, telephone, fax, e-mail and website)
· Excellence in Developmental Journalism 
· Requirements are as follows;
· Must include 1 copy of proof material Radio CD, TV DVD, Betacam, DVC pro format
· A synopsis (description) of the work submitted including the date that the work was done (maximum 100 words)
· Please specify category 
· 2 colour photographs and 10 line autobiography
· Contact details (including name, address, telephone, fax, e-mail and website)
· Excellence in in-depth News Coverage and Current Affairs 
· Requirements are as follows;
· Must include 1 copy of proof material Radio CD, TV DVD, Betacam, DVC pro format
· A synopsis (description) of the work submitted including the date that the work was done (maximum 100 words)
· Please specify category 
· 2 colour photographs and 10 line autobiography
· Contact details (including name, address, telephone, fax, e-mail and website)
· Excellence in Investigative Journalism 
· Requirements are as follows;
· Must include 1 copy of proof material Radio CD, TV DVD, Betacam, DVC pro format
· A synopsis (description) of the work submitted including the date that the work was done (maximum 100 words)
· Please specify category 
· 2 colour photographs and 10 line autobiography
· Contact details (including name, address, telephone, fax, e-mail and website)
CRITERIA 
The context of judging will broadly be guided by the extent to which the winners:
· Contribute to relevant programming that meets the needs of the community they serve.

· Contribute to the empowerment of the community they serve in respect of information, participation, etc.

· Contribute to the growth of the radio station in respect of listenership.

Further the criteria will take into account the following, guided by the respective category:

· Professionalism 

· Leadership 

· Vision 

· Productivity 

· Quality programming 

· Credible, accurate, reliable and responsible reporting 

· Adherence to the Code of conduct for Broadcasting services 

· Financial management 

· Administration (existence of policies, systems and procedures)

· Accountability 

· Community participation (workable mechanisms encouraging community ownership and control enshrined I the respective legal documents)
· Sound legal documents 

· Compliance with license terms and conditions 

· Marketing and financial strategies 

Rules 

· The judges decision is final, no correspondence will be entered into
· One entry per category
· Can enter more than one category
· No late entries will be considered
· 3 Finalists will be nominated per catergory

· All finalists will be invited to the award ceremony
Timeline
· Call to entry: 7 April 2008

· Closing Date for entries: 9 May 2008
Committee Members

Committee Members are as follows;

· MDDA – Mr Lumko Mtimde, Ms Jayshree Pather, Ms Caroline Thabana and Ms Nomusa Ndawonde
· Department of Communications – Dr. Mashilo Boloka 

· IFRB – Father Chris Townsend

· ACB – Mr Dave Hotckiss

· NAB – Ms Dimakatso Qocha
· NCRF – Mr Franklin Huizies

· Serongwanyane Technologies – Mr Mabalane Mfundisi

· SABC News – Dr. Snuki Zikalala, Neli Shuping, Mpho Majatladi, Hlela Ntsepe
· Pottershand – Jenni Pretorius 

Responsibilities of Committee members 
· Ensure that they mobilize all the Community Radio Stations and Channels to participate in the Community Media Awards
· Supply feedback on progress with regards to participation by Community Radio Stations and Channels
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