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On the eve of the anniversary of the incidents of 19th October 1977
On the 19th October 1977, the apartheid regime banned 17 organisations and two newspapers, “The World” and the “Weekend World”. 

As we mark the thirtieth anniversary of a number of repressive actions, we should not bemoan the oppressive order of our recent past, but instead we affirm the constitutional democratic order that prevails today and celebrate what South Africa has achieved over the past thirteen years.

In October 1993, the Independent Broadcasting Authority Act No. 153 of 1993 was enacted; it changed the broadcasting landscape as a result of which today, we enjoy a range of broadcasting services from the Public, Commercial/Private and the Community broadcasting service. Also, in the same year 1993, the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, (Interim Constitution Act 200 of 1993) was enacted. This Act was amended through the Constitutional Assembly on 8 May 1996; accordingly the final Constitution Act No. 108 of 1996 was enacted. This constitution unequivocally provided in terms of Section 16 and 32, that:


“Everyone has the right to freedom of expression, which includes -
1. freedom of the Press and other media; 

2. freedom to receive or impart information and ideas; 

3. freedom of artistic creativity; and 

4. academic freedom and freedom of scientific research.” 
And that everyone has the right of access to information.
Whilst we celebrate, we do need to also acknowledge that media is still owned by a few, it does not reflect the many and plural views, needs and interests of workers, poor people, rural and others marginalized. Hence, the establishment of such bodies as the Media Development and Diversity Agency, whose mandate is to endeavor to change the landscape. The Media Development and Diversity Agency Act was introduced in June 2002, which provides for a statutory body entrusted with the responsibility of promoting media development and diversity in S.A. by providing financial and other support to community (non profit) and small commercial media projects. The MDDA is therefore set to help create an enabling environment for media development and diversity that is conducive to public discourse and which reflects the needs and aspirations of South Africans.
As we go forward, we need to embrace these achievements including (amongst others) the awarding of grants to the amount of R45m to over 135 projects, the provision of 41 bursaries to different radio and print media, etc. 

Our main strategic thrust to 2010 is to ensure that we increase our focus on rural and poor communities as well as historically diminished language and cultural groups. We also need to ensure that all citizens can access information in a language of their choice and contributing to the transformation of media access, ownership and control patterns in South Africa. 

This will go a long way in giving meaning and content to the celebrations and to our defence for media freedom. The Agency, therefore call on our society to join efforts and partner for media development and diversification.
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