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MEDIA STATEMENT

SANLAM AND MDDA HONOUR LOCAL MEDIA

Singular double for Lowvelder’s Rorke

Sanlam and the Media Development and Diversity Agency (MDDA) joined forces this year to celebrate excellence in the local media industry of South Africa. The 2010 Sanlam/MDDA Local Media Awards were presented at a gala dinner in Johannesburg on Friday evening. The Awards were attended by close to 300 editors, journalists, photographers, broadcasters and their proud seniors and peers. 

These Awards come at a right time, as we celebrate 20 years of SANLAM Community Newspaper Awards and two years of Community Media Awards (SABC / MDDA). The Local Media Awards bring together both these initiatives into one big event in the best interest of developing grassroots/local media talent and promoting excellence. The Local Media Awards recognizes the following subsectors / categories of the grassroots media:

Community Media 

Small Commercial Media (SMME) 

Corporate Owned Local Media. 

This year some 150 community newspapers and community radio stations from across the country as well as one from Namibia participated. No fewer than 970 individual entries in the typography, writing, photography and 29 entries for the radio categories (Best Community Radio Station, Broadcasting in Indigenous Languages, In-depth News Coverage and Current Affairs, and in Investigative Journalism) were judged. More than 1 000 photographs and over 25 radio programmes were also assessed individually. This makes the competition the largest of the 32 community/grassroots competitions held in South Africa annually.

PRINT MEDIA

In the Journalist of the Year category Desireé Rorke of Lowvelder, Nelspruit, achieved the distinction of becoming the first journalist to win this award two years in succession. As in 2009 her work was characterised by impressive investigative writing. She was also outstanding in the section Investigative Reporting and in Hard News she came a very close second to the experienced Daleen Naudé (Middelburg Observer).

The Alet Roux Medal of Honour for the “best newcomer” went to Carmen Le Roux Krige of Cape Community Newspapers’ Tygertalk.

An impressive portfolio earned Jannie du Plessis of the Weslander the Photographer of the Year award. He was also runner-up in the News category, which was won by Claudine Senekal of Ladysmith Herald, last year’s Photographer of the Year. Herman Steyn (Die Pos), Roelof de Jonge (Limpopo Informant) and Hennie Homan (Lowvelder) have clearly also not lost their touch with the camera. 

The Newspaper category was completely restructured. Among the privately-owned newspapers Lowvelder (paid newspapers) and Tygerburger Goodwood (free newspapers) were named the winners. The winners in the sections for small independent (paid) newspapers were Polokwane Observer (established) and The Month (upcoming). Zithethele was die “grassroots” winner.

In the Front Pages category Lowvelder, Tygerburger, Eastern Cape Today, Polokwane Observer and EzaKwaZulu News chalked up the section prizes.

BROADCAST MEDIA

In the Broadcast Media category, Maputaland Community Radio based in rural northern KwaZulu-Natal won the Best Community Radio Station award and the special mention went to Radio Islam (Gauteng-based) and Moletsi Community Radio in Limpopo province. 

The award for In-depth News and Current Affairs went to Tobile Ximba of Good News Community Radio, a community of interest radio station in KwaZulu-Natal. The special mention for this category went to Mashudu Ravhengani of Radio Pulpit based in Gauteng and Choene Wilson Letwala of Mokopane Community Radio in Limpopo province.

………END.

The full results will be available at http://www.sanlam.co.za (click on more on the home page, then Sponsorships, Media and Sanlam / MDDA Awards for Local Media) and on the MDDA website: www.mdda.org.za (click on Sanlam/MDDA Local Media Awards 2010 – Winners)..
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NUUSUITREIKING

SANLAM EN MDDA VEREER PLAASLIKE MEDIA 

Uitsonderlike tweekuns vir Laevelder se Rorke

Sanlam en die Media Development and Diversity Agency (MDDA) het vanjaar saamgespan om erkenning te gee aan voortreflike werk in die plaaslike media van Suid-Afrika.  Die toekennings Vrydagaand by ‘n dinee in Johannesburg wat deur bykans 300 redakteurs, joernaliste, fotograwe, omroepers en hul trotse base bygewoon is, was die 20ste van dié aard.  Hierdie toekennings was voorheen bekend as die Sanlam-toekennings vir die Gemeenskapspers.

Hierdie toekennings kom op ‘n toepaslike tyd want 20 jaar van die Sanlam-toekennings vir Gemeenskapspers en terselfdertyd twee jaar van die SABC / MDDA se Gemeenskapsmedia-toekennings.  Die Plaaslike Media-toekennings verenig hierdie inisiatiewe in ‘n enkele gebeurtenis in die beste belang van ontwikkelende talent in “grassroots”/plaaslike media en die bevordering van uitnemendheid.  Die Toekennings vir Plaaslike Media gee erkenning aan die volgende sub-sektore / kategorieë:

Community Media 

Small Commercial Media (SMME) 

Corporate Owned Local Media. 

Ongeveer 150 plaaslike koerante en radiostasies van oral in Suid-Afrika en een van Namibië het deelgeneem. Nie minder nie as 970 individuele inskrywings in afdelings vir tipografie, skryfwerk, fotografie  en radiowerk is beoordeel. Meer as ‘n duisend foto’s is ook individueel getakseer.  Dit maak die kompetisie die grootste van die 32 koerantkompetisies wat jaarliks in Suid-Afrika aangebied word.

In die Joernalis van die Jaar-afdeling het Desireé Rorke van Laevelder, Nelspruit haar onderskei deur die eerste joernalis te word wat dié toekenning agtereenvolgens wen.  Soos in 2009, was indrukwekkende ondersoekende berigte ‘n kenmerk van haar werk.  Sy het ook in die afdeling Ondersoekende Verslaggewing behoorlik uitgetroon en is in Harde Nuus net-net deur die ervare Daleen Naudé (Middelburg Observer) van die louere weerhou.

Die Alet Roux-eremedalje vir die “beste nuweling” is aan Carmen Le Roux Krige van Cape Community Newspapers se Tygertalk  toegeken.

‘n Indrukwekkende portefeulje het aan Jannie du Plessis van die Weslander die Fotograaf van die Jaar-toekenning besorg.  Hy was ook naaswenner in die afdeling Nuus, wat gewen is deur verlede jaar Fotograaf van die Jaar, Claudine Senekal van Ladysmith Herald.  Herman Steyn (Die pos), Roelof de Jonge (Limpopo Informant) en Hennie Homann (Laevelder) het duidelik ook nog nie hul slag met die kamera verloor nie.

Die Koerante-kategorie is heeltemal geherstruktureer.  Van die koerante in private besit is Lowvelder (betaalde koerante) en Tygerburger Goodwood (gratis koerante) as die wenners aangewys.  Die wenners in die afdelings vir klein onafhanklike koerante wat verkoop word, is Polokwane Observer (gevestigdes) en The Month (opkomend).  Zithethele is die “grassroots”-wenner.

In die ooreenstemmende afdelings vir die kategorie Voorblaaie is Laevelder, Tygerburger, Eastern Cape Today, Polokwane Observer en EzaKwaZulu News bekroon.

In die Uitsaaimedia-kategorie, Maputaland Community Radio wat in die noordelike landelike gebied van KwaZulu-Natal uitsaai, die toekenning vir Best Community Radio Station gewen. Radio Islam (Gauteng) en Moletsi Community Radio in Limpopo-provinsie is spesiaal vermeld. 

Die toekenning vir diepte nuus en sake van die dag is toegeken aan Tobile Ximba van Good News Community Radio, ‘n gemeenskapsradiostasie in KwaZulu-Natal. In hierdie afdeling het Mashudu Ravhengani van Radio Pulpit in Gauteng en Choene Wilson Letwala van Mokopane Community Radio in Limpopo spesiale vermeldings ontvang.

Die volledige wennerslyste is beskikbaar op http://www.sanlam.co.za (klik op Meer op die tuisblad, dan Borgskappe, Media en Sanlam / MDDA-toekennings vir Plaaslike Media) en op die MDDA se webtuiste www.mdda.org.za (klik op Sanlam/MDDA Local Media Awards 2010 – Winners)..
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