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June 2007
The MDDA is established through legislation to create an enabling environment for media development and diversity in South Africa, through, amongst other things, providing financial support to community and small commercial media projects. The MDDA receives funding from government, print media and electronic media.
At its June 2007 Board meeting, the MDDA has decided to provide R 4,028,611.00 of support to another nine projects. This includes further support for one project previously supported
This brings to 145 the total number of projects that the MDDA has supported since it was established in 2003. This is an important milestone in the development and diversification of media in South Africa.
Community Media Grants

1. Tubatse Community Radio has been awarded a grant to cover operational costs, training and purchasing of equipment
2. Inkonjane Community Radio has been awarded a grant to cover operational costs, training, purchasing of equipment and marketing costs
3. Maputaland Community Radio has been awarded a second grant to cover audience research costs and purchasing of equipment. 
4. eKhepini Community Radio has been awarded support to cover running costs, office equipment, marketing and training.
5. Women on Farms has been awarded further support to cover costs of media literacy training, research costs and administration costs.
Small Commercial Print Grants
1. Northern News has been awarded a grant for operational costs (printing and distribution),training, equipment, business plan mentoring and the salary for a Setswana journalist
2. Ponolopele has been awarded a grant for undertaking a feasibility study

Training

1. South Africa Media Gender Initiative (SAMGI) was awarded a grant for gender training, equipment and operational costs.  
Research
2. Media Monitoring Project (MMP) was awarded a grant for a research study looking at race and racism in the community media sector.  

August 2007 Board meeting
The MDDA Board will meet again in August 2007 where it will make further grants. The MDDA calls on all concerned stakeholders to support the MDDA to achieve its objectives. This would include the mobilisation and support of deserving projects which will effectively contribute to the development and diversification of South African media in particular the production and distribution of media in “media-under-served” communities.

For more information contact Hariet Mhlanga on (011) 726 3336.
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