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Community Television Workshop, 03-04 April 2007, Southern Sun Garden Court, Marine Parade, Durban
The Media Development & Diversity Agency (MDDA) is hosting a workshop to discuss the developments regarding Community Television in South Africa and in particular the possible support that can be granted thereof. 
In 2003, ICASA conducted an inquiry into Community Television and published a discussion paper titled “Inquiry into Community Television” in 2003, the purpose of which was to solicit public participation and to invite stakeholder input into the process of developing a regulatory framework for local television. ICASA then published a position paper on “Community Television Broadcasting Services” in November 2004 and Regulations in 2006. Sections 9, 50 (read with Section 2) of the ECA provides a framework for licensing community broadcasting service licensees and section 63 provides for self provisioning by broadcasting service licensees. Section 95 of the ECA further provides for a transitional arrangement with respect to existing regulations, like the Community Television Broadcasting Services Regulations and such regulations will remain in force until they are amended or repealed in terms of the ECA.

The MDDA supported two studies into the feasibility and viability of community television: Re-Visioning Television conducted by the Human Sciences Research Council; and A Handbook on Community Television conducted by the Media Institute of South Africa. The Agency has received a number of applications for funding community television initiatives from Gauteng, KZN and Western Cape. Community Television is a going to be new grounds for MDDA and due regard had to be given to the nature such funding and support should take in order to grow and sustain this new sector.
It is against this background that the Media Development and Diversity Agency seeks to develop a conceptual framework to guide its support to this emerging sector of Community Television Broadcasting Services in South Africa. The workshop brings together stakeholders ranging from ICASA, Dept of Communications, HSRC, MISA, different Community Television initiatives (from Cape Town, KZN, Soweto, Grahamstown, etc.) and other possible funders for this sector. The workshop will develop an approach to supporting Community Television and provide the MDDA with ideas in order to plan for funding the sector. 
For further information please contact: Hariet Mhlanga at (011) 726 3336 or Harry Letsebe at 083 644 9342
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