Introduction into different Radio
Production Formats




What is a radio format?

A radio format, or programming format, or programming
genre refers to the overall content broadcasting over a
radio station. Some stations broadcast multiple genres on
set schedule. Over the years, formats have evolved and
new ones have been introduced. In today's age of radio,
many radio formats are designed to reach a specifically
defined segment or niche of the listening population based
on such demographic criteria as age, ethnicity, background,
etc.

The popular formats for radio are:

A Jingle- Lasts about 30 seconds to a minute,
summarising the identity of a station, or an
advertisement or a social message.

A Report- Talks about hard facts, lasts anywhere
between 5 minutes to 15 minutes.

News- Summarises local events

A Drama- Can be used imaginatively, needs
actors, a well written script and coordination
amongst actors. This can be episodic as well.

A Documentary- Longer radio format, which
usually explores an issue in great detail, with
in-depth analysis etc.



A Feature- Can address soft stories, human
interest stories and is slightly longer than
reports

An Interview- Involves two or more people, one
asking questions and the other/s answering
questions.

A Panel Discussion- One person coordinates and
facilitates a discussion between two or more people
who usually differ in their opinions

A Debate- One person facilitates a discussion
between two or more people who have opinions, in
support and against a given issue

A Phone in program- One or two hosts sitting at
the studio can invite phone calls from the listeners,
usually on a single issue.

There are many other radio formats that we can talk about,
but this production toolkit focuses mainly on the ones
that are highlighted:

What is a Radio Drama?

A Radio drama is a form of audio storytelling broadcast
on . With no visual component, radio depends on, and
to help the listener the story. Radio drama achieved
widespread popularity within a decade of its initial
development in the 1920s. By the 1940s, it was a leading
international popular entertainment. With the advent of
in the 1950s, however, radio drama lost some of its
popularity, and in some countries, has never regained
large audiences.



What is a Radio Documentary?

A radio documentary is a radio programme devoted to
covering a particular topic in some depth, usually with a
mixture of commentary and sound pictures.
Some radio documentaries, especially those including
specially composed music or other pieces of audio art,
resemble radio drama in many ways; and it is sometimes
called a docu-drama, though non-fictional in subject
matter, while others consist principally of more
straightforward, journalistic-type reporting — but at much
greater length than found in an ordinary news report.
A radio documentary provides more creative freedom and
investigation. It meets urgent interest in reality and the
desire for any expression.

The best Radio Documentaries capture in sound - a
neglected and underestimated field - something of life, of
the world, of its characters and situations, which cannot
or may not be able to be heard elsewhere, or for that matter
even depicted by other media.

What is a Radio Live Show?

A radio live show is a programme transmitted live by the
broadcaster as it actually takes place, instead of being
previously recorded and edited later. Live shows are always
difficult but great to make because you do not have a
second chance. It is live.







