Chapter 2

Writing and producing a radio
drama




Writing and producing

a radio drama

What needs to be said right at the beginning is that there
are no special rules in radio drama writing. In some specific
cases there are some guidelines, but they relate to particular
projects.

By definition the very nature of creativity demands
originality. Which means we are looking for either an
exception to the rules or a complete denial of them?
One can say that by completing an individual project,
rules appropriate to it are of no more use to another piece
of work.

Scriptwriting language

Script writing language is continually developing. One only
needs to look at work produced a few decades ago, to see
that what was appreciated then might not be acceptable
today. Of course, the devices used could be revived to
create some kind of retro mood. But to repeat them without
this intention would be ridiculous.

What does that mean? All these clever books about how
to do what, all these script writing handbooks you might
have read or heard about, or which people could recommend
to you, have only limited value for you.

I'm not saying that it is not possible to draw some inspiration
from them. As well as that history never repeats itself, it
is also true that there is nothing new under the sun. But
in the end you have to choose and define your own rules.
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Getting started

Before you start with your script, ask yourself some
questions; which can help direct your thinking when
approaching writing. There are certain principles from
which you can derive useful specifics for each individual
case. But in the case of Radio Drama Scriptwriting, before
we start to deal with the problem of 'how', we need to know
'what' because the two are fundamentally connected.
And even before we choose 'what', we need to make clear
to ourselves 'why'?

What you want to achieve, the underlying goal behind any
activity, is the meaning. I am not trying to define some
general universal meaning because there isn't one. It varies
from case to case in relation to personality, historical and
cultural traditions. It will be different at different times of
your life. Within history there are periods when the
prevailing tendency is to free human thinking from the
straightjacket of convention. There are others when the
tendency is to impose order, to strengthen morale, or some
social awareness.

What I am talking about is the meaning you are putting
into your project. This is what you want to achieve or what
you want to do to your audience - the reason why you do
what you do. I stress only that the first thing you have to
do is recognise this purpose. In radio script writing as in
all things, there are different means for different purposes,
and some of them, perfect for one, are totally inappropriate
for any other.

Writing for radio

If you want to write for radio it is good to ask yourself why
you want to write at all. I know it is a bit embarrassing to
think about those hidden motivations, and I'm not saying
that you should reveal them to anyone else. But don't
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deceive yourself. (And don't say it is because you want to
be rich, there are much better ways of achieving that.)

In my first teaching years, some years ago, I put this
question to all participants and it ended with some
confusion. They were trying to be clever or too profound,
or simply guessed what [ wanted to hear. Nevertheless,
three answers emerged from this session as clear
statements.

"To capture something that is going on."

"I like the process of starting not knowing what's going to
come out the other end. It is the journey."

"I would like people to listen to what I have got to say."
What does it mean to "capture something", "the journey",
"I like people to listen"

I suppose to "capture something" is a way to cope with
the world, maybe an attempt to find some order, to
understand what it all means, or at least to have it recorded
for later.

The "journey" sounds like the next stage of the same
approach. Addiction leads already to active search for
more sensations, in order to broaden knowledge of the
world. Or on the contrary as a way to escape, it is a reaction
to the world around us and a search for the alternative.

And a wish to make "people listen" looks like reaching the
stage where you need to share it with someone, whether
it is concern, confusion, horror or joy. It is a will to find
allies to influence this world, to change it or on the contrary
to prevent any change, or simply to feel part of it adding
your signature to its overall picture - "I've been here".

Obviously to "capture something" can also mean to capture
something that is going on in our heads. "The journey"
can be the exploration and finding of ourselves and our
identity. And a wish to speak up can be in defence of the
right to be different in this categorised world, questioning
the norms, crying out for help or proudly claiming "Here
[ am - it's me!".
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