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The Media Development and Diversity Agency (MDDA) today (05 December 2006) held a function to mark the launch of its 2005/2006 annual report and report back to the stakeholders on how it is delivering on its mandate.   The MDDA is established through an Act of Parliament (MDDA Act No 14 of 2002) to create an enabling environment for media development and diversity in South Africa, through, amongst other things, providing financial support to community (non profit) and small commercial media projects. 
The MDDA receives funding from government as well as from major commercial media entities (Caxton Pty Ltd, Independent Newspaper Group, Johncom, Kagiso Media, Media 24, Midi Pty Ltd (etv), M-Net, PRIMEDIA Pty Ltd, the SABC). This supported has amounted to R18. 942m in the financial year under review, this, covers the period from 1 April 2005 – 31 March 2006. 
During the period under review, the Agency approved of R9.4m in support to 42 different media projects around the country and earmarked support for up to 10 community radio initiatives to assist with licence applications.   
The MDDA amongst others, further, in the year under review,:

· awarded 34 projects with financial and capacity building support

· held resource mobilisation workshops in all 9 provinces

· provided 7 mentoring support for new projects

· provided bursaries to 35 different media managers to attend short courses on media management, including a grant for the development of a learner support programme

· supported two research initiatives focusing on the needs of community television in preparation for licensing of such stations
· participated in the ICASA process to review community radio policy and regulations. 

The Chairperson of the MDDA Board, Ms Kanyi Mkonza, highlighted in her presentation to the Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Communications on the 24th October 2006, that the MDDA had put in place a range of systems to ensure efficient and effective utilisation of funds. She noted that the Agency, since its establishment in three years ago, has clean audit reports, bearing testimony to effective controls. The new CEO was introduced to the industry in May 2006, and in Parliament by the Minister Essop Pahad in his budget vote, 17 May 2006. Minister Pahad and the MDDA Board, as they welcomed Mr. Mtimde thanked Ms Libby Lloyd and the staff for their contribution in making the Agency the respected entity it is.
In the current financial year, Mtimde said more than R16 m was approved for an additional 26 different media projects. The MDDA made the first call for applications in January 2004, the Agency has to date (December 2006) provided support to close to 128 different projects, approximately R38m in grants. This is in response to more than R150m worth of applications to date, which demonstrate the need out there.
“The MDDA will continue to ensure diversity of media is achieved through the breadth and width of South Africa.” Mtimde said. “We will further strive to ensure increased media in different indigenous languages, reflecting unity in diversity, to ensure the poor and historically disadvantaged communities (in particular rural areas) are empowered, jobs are created, poverty is alleviated and we have an informed society.” 

The Chairperson, Ms Mkonza also thanked the outgoing CFO Mr. Anand Chaytoo, who left the Agency in September 2006 and introduced the new CFO, Mr. Mbuyiseni General Jafta, who joined in November 2006. 
The Minister, the Board (through the Chairperson) and the CEO wished everyone well in the festive period and a happy new year, 2007.
For further information please contact: Hariet Mhlanga at (011) 726 3336
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