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Promoting and supporting Media Development in SA   

 

 

To:  Community Broadcast Station Managers 

From:  MDDA 

Date:  25 May 2020 

Subject:  2nd PHASE: Emergency Relief Funding Package for Community Media 

 

Dear Community Media 

The MDDA has opened its second phase of Emergency Relief Funding to all community 

broadcast projects across South Africa, holding a valid licence from ICASA.  

The MDDA recognises the severe financial pressure the community broadcast sector is under 

at present. As a result, the second phase is mainly aimed at supporting community broadcast 

projects with operational costs such as rental, stipends and telecommunications. As continuing 

to protect yourself and your staff from the risk of COVID-19 infection continues to be a high 

priority, an amount is also included for safety and hygiene essentials. 

The funding to be provided to Community Broadcasters is designed to cover the following items 

for a month. Please note the amounts given in the table below are the MAXIMUM amounts; the 

MDDA will allocate funds for each line item, according to the applicants needs as substantiated 

by supporting documents. 

 

Items MAXIMUM Budget Notes 

Rental/Bond 

payment 13 000,00  

 This is costs for payment of accommodation 

of the project. It can either be lease or bond 

repayment inclusive of water and electricity 

Salaries/Stipends 25 000,00  

Salaries and stipends for staff members 

working in the lockdown period 

Telecommunications 6 000,00  Airtime, telephone  

Safety Essentials 6 000,00  Masks, gloves, sanitizers, soap 

Total Amount 50 000,00    

It should be noted that the MDDA has discretion in terms of granting of the emergency relief 

funds. 

1. How do I apply for the second phase Emergency Relief Funding? 

To access the fund, please send the following to: applications@MDDA.org.za 

• The completed and sign attached application form; and 

• ALL the required documentation listed in the attached application form. 
 

You will receive an acknowledgement of receipt of the application from the MDDA within 24 

hours. 

 

2. What is the closing date for the second phase of the Emergency Relief Fund? 
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There is no set closing date but the fund will be closed once the second phase Emergency 

Relief Funds (total R7,5 million) have been exhausted. You are advised to apply as soon as 

practical for you. 

 

3. What criteria will be used to evaluate my application? 

a) As mentioned above, you need to hold a valid licence from ICASA.  
 

Unfortunately, the MDDA cannot grant relief funds to holders of temporary licences as the 

intention of the fund is to assist already operational radio stations survive the National 

Lockdown, so that they are well positioned to continue operating post Covid-19.  
 

Similarly, online radio stations do not qualify for the fund as, per the MDDA mandate, the 

Agency can only support community broadcast stations with a valid licence from ICASA. 

 

b) The MDDA has R7,5 million available to be allocated to community broadcasters as the 2nd 

phase of the Emergency Relief Fund. Given the limited funds, the MDDA will assess the 

financial position of applicants to prioritise those most in need. Therefore, we have 

requested that you send your bank statements for the last 3 months with your application. 
 

c) Only those applicants, who have submitted ALL supporting documentation requested in the 

attached application form will be eligible for receiving Emergency Relief Funding. 

 

4. Am I eligible for the 2nd phase if I received the 1st phase funds? 

Both community broadcast projects that received the first phase of the Emergency Relief 

Funding and those that did not are eligible to receive the second phase funds. However, those 

community broadcast projects which received funds in the first phase of the Emergency Relief 

Fund, must have reported as required by the monitoring template sent to all first phase 

beneficiaries. This includes submission of all supporting documentation requested as evidence 

that funds were utilised in accordance with the line items specified in the first phase. 

 

5. Can any community radio apply for the fund, irrespective of whether I am or have 

been a beneficiary of the MDDA? 

All community broadcast projects with a valid ICASA licence are eligible to apply irrespective 

of whether they have been MDDA beneficiaries or not. The only exception is MDDA 

beneficiaries that have recently been approved for an MDDA grant that includes operational 

costs, as a result of applications submitted to the MDDA in the call for applications from August 

to October 2019. Beneficiaries who have recently received approval of MDDA grant funding 

that does not include operational costs are eligible for Emergency Relief Funds. 

 

6. When I receive the second phase of the Emergency Funds, am I allowed to deviate 

from the line items specified? 

Deviations are in principle NOT allowed. However, if there is a critical need to deviate, an 

application must be made to the CEO of the MDDA in writing to deviate, giving full details of 

and reasons for the deviations. Only on receipt of written consent may the beneficiary deviate. 

 

The request to deviate on your project’s official letterhead must be sent by email to: 
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ReliefFund@mdda.org.za . You will receive a response with 24 hours during the working 

week. 

 

7. Who do I contact with queries on the Emergency Relief Fund? 

Please send all queries by email to: ReliefFund@mdda.org.za  

 

8. How will I know the outcome of my application? 

It is the intention of the MDDA to process payments by EFT for successful applications as the 

application is approved. 

 

Unsuccessful applicants will be notified in writing of the reason for failure of their application. 

   

9. Must I report on use of the Emergency Relief Funding? 
 

A narrative report and proof on use of the Emergency Relief Funding will be requested by email 

by the MDDA with a deadline for submission. This importantly must include proof of all 

expenditure against the Fund. Successful applicants are therefore urged to retain all invoices 

and proof of payments for costs covered by the Emergency Relief Fund. 
 

This report is to be emailed to applications@mdda.org.za, together with the proof of 

expenditure, such as receipts, invoices or a bank statement. Failure to report on the use of the 

emergency funding will be treated as a breach of the terms of the emergency fund. 

 

If the funding is not correctly accounted for, the beneficiary may not be considered for future 

funding opportunities by MDDA.  

 

Conclusion 
 

Our deepest gratitude to you for the vital contribution you are making in informing our 

communities across South Africa, particularly in worrying times such as these. 
 

From all of us at the MDDA, please take all the necessary precautions to stay safe. 

  

Yours sincerely          

             

               

____________________                                                

Zukiswa Potye       

Chief Executive Officer 
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