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media matters

COMMUNITY MEDIA SECTOR
SEES CONTINUED GROWTH

A

total of 14 community media projects servicing disadvantaged
communities were approved for funding by the MDDA Board for
Q3 of the Agency’s 2017/2018 financial year (end 31 December
2017). The projects include community broadcast and community and
small commercial print and digital media initiatives, with total grant
funding of approximately R22 million. In addition, the wide-ranging
study into the impact of the MDDA, awarded in 2016, was delivered in
Q3, while new research projects commissioned included a ‘glass ceiling’ study by GenderLinks to highlight gender imbalances, particularly
within the media industry. In support of the Institute of Advanced Journalism (IAJ) Reporting on Race Conference, held in October, funding
was also approved for community media journalists to attend a journalism skills training programme based around the conference.

In line with the MDDA mandate to promote media diversity, the projects approved are located mainly in rural areas where disadvantaged
communities mainly reside, and publish or broadcast predominantly
in the indigenous language of the area. The media projects exemplify
the MDDA’s approach to support projects whose priority is to change
material conditions in provinces with limited economic activities, high
unemployment and social inequalities. In such circumstances, local
media serves as a powerful platform to raise awareness around these
issues and increase access by communities to information.

Print and digital media projects supported covered 5 provinces, from
Gauteng where Mapepeza Newspaper distributes to the Lesedi Local
Municipality, and publishes in mainly IsiZulu and SeSotho; to the
Northern Cape with Nthakgolo News publishing in the Sol Plaatjie
Local Municipality in Setswana and IsiXhosa. In the Western Cape,
Mamre News is circulated on the Cape West Coast in Afrikaans and
English, while The Youth Voice, Lerato La Thabo, targets the youth
of Bushbuckridge Local Municipality in Mpumalanga, publishing 60%
in Xitsonga. With a national focus, SMME News strives to enhance
capacity building for previously disadvantaged individuals and
SMMEs. With the global trend to digital media, a notable project is the
online publication, Kleva Nkleva Online in Mpondaland region in the
Eastern Cape, and publishing in IsiXhosa, IsiMpondo and English.

Similarly, broadcast projects cover a wide geographic spread with
North West based Diamond FM broadcasting mainly in Setswana,
Sesotho and English, to Maquassie Hills, and Rise FM, using IsiZulu
and IsiSwati to reach the Ehlanzeni District Municipality in
Mpumalanga. In Limpopo, Musina Community Radio in the Vhembe
District Municipality, broadcasts mainly in Tshivenda, Sepedi and English, and Vuwani Community Radio mainly in Vhenda and Tsonga. In
Gauteng, GaRankuwa Community Radio targets the City of Tshwane
in SeTswana, English and Sepedi, while the Presidential Project, Poort
FM, broadcasting to Eersterus, was approved funding to link it, as a
Mr Monare
is the Deputy
satellite station, to Mams FM. In the Eastern
Cape, Ndlambe
Community Radio broadcasts to the Sarah Baartman District Municipality
in English, Afrikaans and IsiXhosa, while Ugu Youth Radio in
KwaZulu-Natal is a youth-initiated community radio, broadcasting
mainly in IsiZulu.

MDDA BOARD

The MDDA Board has seen
a number of developments
with three new members
joining and Musa Sishange
being appointed Acting
Chairperson as a result of
Phelisa Nkomo requesting
academic leave for the remainder of her term as
Chairperson.

The new Board members
include: Ronald Lamola, a
member of the finance
committee in the Tshwane
University of Technology
Governance Council and a
former ANCYL deputy president; Martina Della Togna‚
a multimedia and social
media consultant and former Multimedia Manager in
Parliament; and Nombeko
Mbava‚ a Research Fellow
at the Institute of Monitoring
and Evaluation, University
of Cape Town. These appointments followed earlier
appointments of Nkgakga
Monare and Tasneem Carrim. Mr Monare is Deputy
Managing Director: Times
Media Group: Media Division (Tiso Blackstar Group)
and Executive Director: Tiso
Blackstar Group board,
while Ms Carrim is Acting
Deputy Director-General:
Content Processing and
Dissemination in the Government Communication
and Information System
(GCIS). The new appointments join the existing
Board members, Louise
Vale, a founding member
and Executive Director of
AIP (Association of Independent Publishers) and
Phelisa Nkomo, Economic
Advisor for the Gauteng
ProvincialDirector:
Govern- ment.
Managing
Acting Chairperson, Advocate Sishange is involved in
media and employment
law.

MEET THE TEAM

COMMUNITY
BROADCAST

At the core of MDDA’s activities is the Community Broadcast Unit, responsible for the community broadcast beneficiaries.

H

eading the unit is Programme Manager: Broadcast,
Vuyelwa Mdazana, who brings extensive field experience
to her position having commenced her radio career in 2002,
studying at Nemisa and interning at IDASA in Cape Town. Starting off as a presenter and producer, she moved to the University of Fort Hare, for a short while as a Communications Officer,
before being appointed the first Programme Manager for the
campus radio station. This, says Vuyelwa, “was a welcome
stepping stone as I had already set my sights firmly on the position of Station Manager, which happened sooner than expected”. In the role as Station Manager, Vuyelwa was charged
with repositioning and re-branding the station from a campus
radio station to a community radio station. In addition, she
joined the Eastern Cape Community Radio Forum, becoming
Chairperson, and later Deputy Secretary of the National Community Radio Forum (NCRF). Holding a Bachelor of Arts in
Communication, a Post Graduate Diploma in Telecommunication and Information Policy and Diplomas in Computers and in
Radio Production, Vuyelwa “moved to the MDDA in 2016 because, although I enjoyed the creativity of the sector, I felt my
job was done and the time had come to work with the ‘big boys’,
the MDDA, to assist the stations overcome the many challenges they face.”

At the MDDA, Vuyelwa is charged with the responsibility of ensuring that all communities have a voice through electronic
media. “My unit is responsible to provide technical, financial and
non-financial support to diverse media platforms owned and
controlled by communities,” she says, “creating an enabling environment for media development and diversity which reflects
the needs and aspirations of all South Africans. Through the
Community Radio support programme, we provide digital broadcast equipment to ensure access to this valuable communication platform in communities. In our work with the community
radio stations, we take practical measures to elevate the status
and advance the use of the historically diminished indigenous
languages of our people on MDDA funded platforms.”

Very active in her church outside work, Vuyelwa is committed
to the full development of her individual potential and to build
on her already excellent interpersonal and communication skills
and strong customer service ethic. “I believe that these qualities
and everyday learning will continue to open doors in higher executive platforms.”

S

fiso Maphanga, one of two Projects Officers in the Community Broadcast team, has been an invaluable member
of the MDDA since 2011. Holding a Bachelor of Social Science
in media, communications and politics, Sfiso is fascinated by
Telecommunication, in all its forms. “I think when this is partnered with retail business, we have a winner on our hands.”

For Sfiso, the work he does as part of the Broadcast Team
opens the gateways of communication, giving information that
empowers communities to improve their lives. “Our team works
with potential community radio and TV projects right from the

MDDA Community Broadcast Team (l to r): Sfiso Maphanga,
Kabelo Thelele and Vuyelwa Mdazana

time they send in their application until they’re approved for
funding. We guide them through the different cycles of grant
funding and make sure they comply to governance processes.”

Passionate about all forms of music, Sfiso joined the MDDA
from spells with Seda and the Department of Correctional Services and, looking to the future, is “exploring more opportunities
within the telecoms space”.

K

abelo Thelele, Community Broadcast Project Officer,
has notched up impressive “firsts” in his still young career
- in 2012 he became the youngest station manager of a community radio station at 23 years of age, and in 2013, the
youngest member of the National Press Club. Kabelo joined
the MDDA in May 2015, having been a senior reporter at
UNISA’s corporate communications and senior current affairs
producer at UNISA Radio. Holding a B Tech degree in Journalism, Kabelo thrives on being part of developing and diversifying
media. “The biggest satisfaction,” he says, “is when a radio station is just an idea and you become part of its realisation.”

For Kabelo, Community Broadcast helps MDDA deliver on its
mandate by more than just playing an important role in diversifying the media and ensuring access to information. “The
broader national responsibility of fighting unemployment and
creating jobs is fundamental. An average community radio station or television has the potential to create jobs for 30 individuals, mostly from the previously disadvantaged communities.”

An avid reader, sports fanatic and music junkie, Kabelo had
professional aspirations as a footballer until suffering a major
injury. Now a casual footballer, he focuses his energy on academic achievement, aiming to complete a Phd in Journalism.
In the future, “if an opportunity presents itself, I would return to
mainstream broadcasting, especially in the editorial space.
Maybe we should consider establishing MDDA TV?”

SPOTLIGHT ON MDDA PROJECTS

O

Celebrating those Living with Disability

ur objective is to motivate and inspire our readers to look outward and not inward, to see what
they can find and not, in many cases, what they may have lost, is the mandate of THISABILITY
Newspaper, an MDDA beneficiary project since 2012.

The project was started and registered as a non-profit media
platform in 2011 by Anthony Cuerden and Simon Manda, with
two other directors, with the content aimed at mainstreaming
disability in all socio-economic platforms of society. Comments
Anthony: “Stories are drawn from South Africa, sub Saharan
Africa and the rest of the world to showcase good practices,
stories of hope and various initiatives that empower persons
with disability to actively participate in various environments.”

While THISABILITY Newspaper was initially aimed at people with
disabilities and their caregivers, such was the response from both
the disabled and non-disabled sectors, that the target audience
grew. Today, it also enables non-disabled people to learn about
the day-to-day challenges many people face, and to grow respect and admiration for the personal growth that many have
achieved. One of the newspaper’s first funders was the Office of
the Premier in KwaZulu-Natal, which, with the Directors’ own
funding, enabled the newspaper to print their first issues. Other
advertisers such as the Department of Sports and Recreation
and smaller suppliers to the disability sector helped the paper
run and create an online version – ensuring that the paper could
still be read if funds were not available for a printed version.

T

he paper has, over the years, run programmes and partnered with various NPOs and organisations such as Casual
Day, Miss Deaf SA, Diabetes South Africa and KEY Foundation.
Internationally, says Simon, “we have worked with JICA (the
Japanese International Cooperation Agency) and SAFOD (the
Southern African Federation of Disability Organisations), which
covers 10 Southern African countries”. Other partnerships include that with Rose and Kemp, a law firm that donated 30 computers and printers for a computer centre at Mason Lincoln
Special School in Umlazi, and Tributes – celebrating inspirational women with disabilities from around South Africa.

According to Simon, the MDDA’s funding, first in 2012 and
again in 2017, has had a considerable impact on the growth of
the project. “The funding has created more reliability in the print
and distribution. Because the newspaper goes to dozens of
destinations countrywide, courier costs often outweigh the print
costs – so we are always sourcing unique ways to improve the
paper’s penetration into rural areas and new readership. For
example, we give an NPO newspaper space to promote their
services and the NPO concerned in turn delivers to outlying
clinics and schools previously not on the newspaper’s database. This has meant that the paper is now distributed to over
200 destinations bimonthly.”
While Durban and Pietermaritzburg remain major distribution
points, THISABILITY now has a satellite office in Pretoria to
cover the economic hub of Gauteng effectively and increase
penetration into Soweto, Pretoria and Johannesburg.
Initiatives going forward include an existing project with
Media24 to train six contributors who work as freelancers for

the paper annually. In its second year, the programme ensures
coverage of stories on disability from various places around
South Africa and the rest of the world. The social media component has seen the growth of the emailer to over 8,000 recipients per issue, while print is steadily at 10,000 copies a month
and is widely distributed to targeted audiences in four main
cities. DPSA (Disabled People of South Africa) assists in distributing 1,500 issues to all their satellite offices in all provinces
of South Africa.

S

ays Anthony, “The word ‘DIVERSITY’ in the MDDA’s
name is as important to THISABILITY as MEDIA and
DEVELOPMENT. The newspaper readership provides for
diversity of reach plus inclusion of vulnerable populations
which have been sidelined by mainstream media.”

But THISABILITY is certainly not resting on its laurels: “Without
the ability to look around and follow world trends in media development, we would not be giving the public or our benefactors
any value for money. As they say in Afrikaans…’kyk voor jou –
ons sal agter jou kyk’ (look ahead of you – we shall look after
you!),” concludes Anthony.

OUT AND ABOUT WITH THE MDDA
BOJANALA FM BREAKS INTO
THE AIRWAVES

#Change starts with me

The MDDA and Soul City HIV/AIDS & Tuberculosis anti-stigmatization campaign which coincided with World AIDS day,
brought together MDDA community media beneficiaries from 4
provinces: KwaZulu-Natal, Free State, Gauteng and North
West, for training from Soul City on issues of stigmatization.

The North West province is gaining more traction in the
community radio space. Bojanala FM is the latest beneficiary of the MDDA Digital Broadcast infrastructure roll-out
programme. The Rustenburg-based station applied for
funding with the Agency in 2014 and their wait has come to
fruition. During the assessment phase, the station had just
basic broadcasting equipment to enable them to comply
with ICASA licensing conditions of being on-air within a certain period after a license has been issued. Enter the
MDDA, the station now has all the bragging rights and swag
that increases the prospects of professional broadcasting.
Founder and Station Manager, Matebesi Mohube says the
station has been a tedious but rewarding project, “It took
some courage, enthusiasm and patience all at the same
time to finally arrive here”. Mohube thanked the MDDA for
the assistance and says such an investment can only be
repaid by doing well. “We have our sleeves up and ready
to work. MDDA support will go a long in way in creating a
sustainable broadcasting business and enabling us to deliver our community mandate.” The station has recently
moved into new premises in the Rustenburg CBD to ensure
accessibility to all community members from in and around
the Rustenburg area. The station is one of the two MDDA
funded radio stations in the platinum town, the other being
Radio Mafisa. The Agency wishes the station a great future
and hopes it grows to become an example in the developing community media space.

VUT on Wheels

VUT FM, a community radio station broadcasting to the Vaal
Region, visited the MDDA to receive their Outside Broadcast
(OB) Van, thanks to MDDA funding. The OB Van will bring in
well needed revenue as they can now broadcast at events.
“Even the next elections will find VUT FM ready and waiting
with our own OB Van; wherever the community calls, we will be
there,” says Station Manager, Mxolisi Ndongeni.

Learning the Art of Science Reporting

New interns to be hosted by 29 MDDA community media projects attended an induction workshop at SAASTA (South African
Agency for Science and Technology Advancement) as part of
the MDDA/SAASTA partnership to promote and develop reporting on science related matters.
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